Tq Mr. Narendra Modi, . ‘ /&;\\\
Prime Minister of the Republic of India (

For information
Mr. Santosh Jha,
Ambassador of the Republic of India to the EU European Parliament

Subject:
Liberation of Fr. Stan Swamy SJ on humanitarian grounds

Brussels, 18 December 2020

Dear Prime Minister,

The undersigned, Members of the European Parliament (MEP), would like to express our deep
concern about the detention and imprisonment of 16 human rights defenders in connection with
the Bhima Koregoan case under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) in relation to
the incident that took place in India in December 2017.

We would like to draw particular notice to the Jesuit priest Fr. Stan Swamy, arrested on October
8, 2020 in Ranchi (Jamshedpur) and transferred to Taloja Prison, Mumbai, on October 10, 2020.
Stan Swamy SJ has been accused of having links with Maoists, and of having participated in
the Bhima Koregaon incident, where he denies having been. He strongly denies these
accusations.

Fr. Stan Swamy has worked for four decades for the rights of indigenous peoples (Adivasis) in
the states of Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh in India. He was Director of the Indian
Social Institute Bengaluru, from 1974 to 1991. From 1991 to 2000, he served as Director of the
Jharkhandi Organization for Human Rights, a Jesuit Social Centre in Chaibasa, - which works
among the ‘Ho’ tribes.



In 2000, he moved to Ranchi and in 2006, he founded a new social Centre, known as Bagaicha,
which continues to work for the rights of Adivasi people in central India. The work he has been
engaged in, has always been within the framework of the Indian Constitution and of democratic
processes

Fr. Stan Swamy is 83 years old and a sufferer of Parkinson’s Disease. He is also hard of hearing
and uses aids in both ears. Last year, he underwent surgery for appendicitis in Bengaluru and
in January 2020 and fractured his hand. He is thus in a vulnerable physical state and especially
because of his advanced age has been under medical observation and special diet.

His captivity has in no doubt impaired his health for the last month and a half. He is reliant on
a straw and sipper-tumbler to be able to take in fluids independently. We are deeply concerned
about his health and well-being in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, and we urge you to
release him immediately on humanitarian grounds.
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