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GUIDE TO COP2

COP stands for Conference of the Parties, which is
basically a large-scale, high-level meeting of the
countries that have ratified the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). Why the number 277 Because this will be
the 27th session of the Conference of the Parties.

When?
COP27 will take place from November éth to November 18th.

Where?
In Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.

Who?
Over 35,000 expected participants and more than 2,000 speakers.
Attendants include delegates from more than 190 countries, non-
governmental organisations, intergovernmental organisations, United

Nations specialised agencies, private companies and media.

How?

Agenda: The agenda includes a world leaders’ summit, panel
discussions, roundtables, side events, press conferences, plenaries
and negotiations.

Negotiations: Parties organise themselves in negotiating groups
according to their interests and/or circumstances. Some of the most
important negotiating groups are the G77 and China, which
includes developing countries; the Umbrella group, which represents
several developed countries; and the European Union.
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WHAT IS THE UNFCCC?

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

The UNFCCC “is the United Nations entity tasked with
supporting the global response to the threat of climate

change”. Its aim: to prevent “dangerous” human

interference with the climate system.

It entered into force in 1994, and has been ratified by

198 countries, referred to as “Parties”.

Parties to the UNFCCC meet once a year to review

progress and negotiate new action in so-called COPs:

Conference of the Parties.

The UNFCCC is the parent treaty of the Kyoto Protocol
(1997) and the Paris Agreement (2015).

THE PARIS AGREEMENT

The Paris Agreement goal is to limit global warming to
well below 2° Celsius, preferably to 1.5°C, compared
to pre-industrial levels. The treaty has been ratified by

195 countries.

Parties to the Paris Agreement are obliged to prepare,
communicate and commit to so-called Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs). Every 5 years,

countries are expected to update their climate action

plans and make them successively more ambitious, i.e.

with goals to progressively reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions.

How is progress tracked? The Global Stocktake is the
process by which progress towards the achievement of
the Paris Agreement goals is assessed, every five years.
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FOCUS OF COP21

Mitigation

Work towards the implementation of the Paris Agreement targets and
the Glasgow Pact, through the creation of a work programme for
increased mitigation ambition.

Collaboration
Enhance and facilitate agreement in the negotiations in order to
achieve tangible outcomes.

Adaptation

Make progress on the goal of adaptation (outcome of 2021 Glasgow
COP26). Give more priority to adaptation in the global action on
climate change.

Finance

Follow up on existing commitments and pledges. Make progress on
climate finance, and specifically on the annual goal of US$ 100 billion
to be provided by developed countries to developing countries.

OUR HOPES FOR COP21

e Raising ambition of climate action, so that countries commit to
reducing their GHG emissions more aggressively, at least in line
with the 1.5°C Paris Agreement target. The responsibility of the G20
is especially relevant, since these countries emit 75% of GHG.

e Finding and developing a proper way for countries to collaborate
and implement targets, so that they do not remain merely as goals

but actually lead to reduced emissions.

e Agreeing on and establishing a Loss and Damage facility for
developed countries to provide financial support to vulnerable
countries that are already suffering the effects of climate change.
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WHAT CAN EACH OF
US DO TO RELP?

e Sign'the Fossil Fuel Non Proliferation Treaty. As Cardinal Michael
Czerny SJ has stated, “The proposed Fossil Fuel Nonproliferation
Treaty holds great promise to complement and enhance the Paris
Agreezmen’r."

e Enroll in the Laudato Si' Action Platform.

e Make (or strengthen) lifestyle changes to reduce your carbon and
overall environmental footprint and share them to inspire others to
change too. For ideas on lifestyle changes, we suggest visiting the UN
Act Now website:

e Find, support and join local or national movements that are asking
for enhanced climate action.

e Learn about additional way§4you can make a difference.

1 https:/fossilfueltreaty.org/

2 https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/

3 https://www.un.org/actnow
https://www.unep.org/interactives/things-you-can-do-climate-emergency/
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